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IN THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



Listing of Claims: 




Claim L (Currently Amended) A system for providing accessyto primary 
media content in digital form, comprising: 

a server network comprising a download management server,/^ customer database 
storing user information, and a primary content database storing prirnary media content; 

a client console connectable for establishing a communications link through a bi- 
directional communications network to said download management serve r, the client console 
storing user specific information ; 

a detachable storage media installable in said/Glient console; said detachable storage 
media having a data structure thereon comprising jk louGt one of a user identifier and a media 
identifier, wherein the media identifier is combined with the user specific information to 
define a user identifier, the server n e tworloas configured to transmit to the client console a 
plurality of media cont e nt items upon r e iquest by a user of the client console, and wh e rein a 
content provider providing data through the primary content database charg e s th e us e r only 
for items used by th e user, and vvh e r e in a user identifier is uploaded to said download 
management server to enable yaccess to specified content in said primary media content 
database, said specified content and said user information is downloaded to mte said client 
console , the specified content being associated with billing trigger data to enable monitoring 
of when specific portions of the specified content is accessed for use at said client console, 
the monitoring beirig configured to generate a record of used content, the record of used 
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content being communicated back to the management server to record a to trigger executuain 
of sp e cifi e d revenue bearing event events in the customer database . " / 

Claim 2. • (Currently amended) The system according to claim iC wherein said 
user identifier comprises an alphanumeric media ED identifying said /detachable storage 
medi a , said alphanumeric media ID defining a level of access available when accessing the 
primary media content database . / 

Claim 3. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 2, wherein said 
specified content comprises a portion of an overall set of primary contents stored in said 
contents database, and wherein said media ID serves to limit access to &ai4 particular ones of 
the overall set of primary contents of the spe^fied content eniy. 

Claim 4. (Currently anrlended) The system according to claim 1, wherein said 
specified content is associated with said data structur e comprises an authentication code for 
authenticating access to the/uownload management server. 

Claim 5. / (Original) The system according to claim 4, wherein said specified 
content comprises a portion of an overall set of primary contents stored in said contents 
database, ana wherein said authentication code authenticates access to the download 
managenient server which is responsible for providing access to said specified content. 



Attorney Docket No. SONYP002 



3 



Appl. No. 09/632,861 PATENT 
Amdt. dated August 7, 2003 

Reply to Office action of April 22, 2003 j 

Claim 6. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 1, wherein ^ach 
portion of the specified content is associated with respective billing trigger data./fne billing 
trigger data tracks usage to generate tho media items compriGO a plurality of^gg e r data items 
logically associated, resp e ctively, with each of said primary media cont e nt items, and wherein 
the trigger data items arc used to compile and store a usage history of the primary media 
content items in the customer database. / 

Claim 7. (Currently amended) The systen/ according to claim 6, wherein said 
data structur e further comprises a data indicator indicating that said detachable storage media 
is operabl e through conn e ction to said bi dir e ctional communications network, and further 
wherein said data indicator comprises one of includes a program for providing network 
access and a code which causes executio/of a program stored in said media console for 
providing network access. / 

Claim 8. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 1, wherein said 
client console further cornprises a local fixed storage device disposed internally or externally 
of said client console, vvherein said r e quested primary media specified content is 
downloaded only to/^aid fixed storage device. 

Claim 9. (Currently amended) A method for delivery of primary media content 
in digita/form through a bi-directional communications network, together with auxiliary 
medi{yx:ont e nt stored on a detachabl e storage media, comprising the steps of: 
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establishing a communications link between a client console and a download 
management server through said bi-directional communications network, s^d client console 
having said a detachable storage media detachably installed therein; 

transmitting user identifier data including a media UYof the detachable storage 
media and user information contained on said local storag e medin and along with a request 
for specified content of the primary media content to said download management server, in 
order to retrieve said specified primary media content from a contents database; 

downloading ifrte to said client cons^ from said download management 
server said primary media specified content , said/^pecified content being provided with 
associated billing trigger data ; 

\^ recording usage of primary^media the specified content at the client console 

using the associated billing trigger dataf ' bv the user ; 

transferring the recorded usage of the specified content back to the download 
management server; and 

charging only for poption of the specified content used at the client console th e us e r 
for tho primar>^ media basod on portions of the primary media actually used . 



Claim 10. / (Currently amended) The method according to claim 9, wherein said 
us e r identifier data compriGes an alphanumeric media ID identifies identifying said 
detachable storage media and said local storage media further contains an authentication code 
which enabl e s acc e ss to said download management server , further comprising the step of 
recei vmg said media ID and said an authentication code from said client console at m said 
download management server, wherein one of said authentication code and said media ED 
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serves to limit access to particular portions of specified contont only from amons/ said 
primary media content. 

Claim 1 1. (Currently amended) The method according tor claim 9, wherein the 
billing trigger data th e media content comprises one or more datg^ontent items associated 
with a resp e ctive payment trigger item, said payment trigger iu>m operable to assists in 
compiling compil e and store usage information of the specified media content in a customer 
database. 




Claim 12. (Currently amended) TWe method according to claim 9, wherein said 
step of downloading irte to said client console from said download management server 
comprises storing said primary media gpecified content on a local fixed storage device 
disposed internally or externally of ^id client console. 

CI aims 13 - 16 (Cancelle 



Claim 17. (New/ A method for obtaining media content at a client computer, 
comprising: 

communicating a request from the client computer to a content provider for specified 
content, the request/including a media ID of a detachable media and user information, the 
y media ED and th/user information defining a user identifier; 

downloading the specified content to the client computer, the specified content being 
associated/with billing triggering data, the billing triggering data being configured to assist in 
tracking^when ponions of the specified content is used at the client computer; and 

returning information regarding the tracked usage of the portions of the specified 

cofitent to the content provider, 
/ttorney Docket No. SONYP002 6 
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Claim 18. (New) A method for obtaining media content at a client computer as 
recited in claim 17, wherein the tracked usage is associated with the user information to 
enable billing for the usage of the portions of the specified content. / 

Claim 19. (New) A method for obtaining media j^ntent at a client computer as 
recited in claim 17, wherein the specified content is downloaded the client computer, but 
billing for the downloaded specified content is not tigered until usage of at least a portion of 
the specified content at the client computer. / 

Claim 20. (New) Compup^ readable media having program instructions for 
enabling the obtaining of media content at a client computer, the computer readable media 
comprising: / 

program instructioti^ for communicating a request from the client computer to a 
content provider for sonified content, the request including a media ID of a detachable media 
and user information, the media ID and the user information defining a user identifier; 

progranVinstructions for triggering downloading the specified content to the client 
computer, the specified content being associated with billing triggering data, the billing 
trigger! ng^iata being configured to assist in tracking when portions of the specified content is 
used at the client computer; and 

/ program instructions for sending information regarding the tracked usage of the 
portions of the specified content to the content provider. 
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Claim 21, (New) Computer readable media having program instructions^or 
enabling the obtaining of media content at a client computer as recited in claim/20, wherein 
the tracked usage is associated with the user information to enable billin^/or the usage of the 
portions of the specified content. 

Claim 22. (New) Computer readable media traving program instructions for 
enabling the obtaining of media content at a client c^puter as recited in claim 20, wherein 
the specified content is downloaded the client computer, but billing for the downloaded 
specified content is not triggered until usag^f at least a portion of the specified content at 
^"y^ the client computer. 

Claim 23. (New^omputer readable media having program instructions for 
enabling the obtaining of^edia content at a client computer as recited in claim 22, wherein 
the computer readable media is packaged media. 



Cla^ 24. (New) Computer readable media having program instructions for 
enabling the obtaining of media content at a client computer as recited in claim 23, wherein 
the packaged media is a compact disc. 
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